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CHAPTEE XV.

THE  LORD'S  SUPPER.

THAT Christ had but a slight esteem for rites and cere-
monies may be argued negatively from his establishing so
few, and positively from the contempt he poured on the
traditional formalities prized so highly by the Scribes and
Pharisees. But he well understood their use, and we
have already observed with what rigorous firmness he in-
sisted on his followers submitting to the initiatory rite of
baptism. The kingdom he was founding was to be
everywhere imperium in imperio ; its members were to
be at the same -time members of secular states and
national bodies. It was therefore a matter of extreme
importance to preserve the distinctness of the Christian
society and to prevent its members from being drawn
apart from each other by the distractions of worldly
claims and engagements. For this purpose certain sacra-
menta * or solemn observances renewing and remiixding
them of their union were most desirable, and Christ
ordained two, the one expressing the distinctness of the
Church from the world, and the other the unity of the
Church within itself. Of the former. Baptism, mention
was made, when we considered Christ's Call, concerning
the latter, the Common Supper or orvcra-inov of Christians,
it is convenient to say something now.